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this century. In recent years the majority of commanders
and officers of the Spanish Army have been extremely
poor, modest people who secured a decent means of life,
but economically a miserable one, because their wretched
salaries did not allow them to satisfy their most simple
needs. Some of them came from the Military Academies,
others from the ranks, and they were generally slow at
study. The better-educated ones used their knowledge in
the narrow limits of their professional specialities. They
were never subject to political disquiet nor to the vivid and
bloody reality of the social drama. Every now and again
they received some attention from those in power when the
latter needed them to defend their class interests, which
were often opposed to the national interests, and on that
account, and solely on that account, the people viewed the
army with suspicion, because in their minds it represented
the chief strength of their enemies.

These were the fundamental causes of all the military
risings, but as I have said, they were nearly always against
the sovereign will of the people. One could count on the
fingers of one hand the military revolts of the last and
present centuries the object of which was to overthrow an
illegal Government or to satisfy public opinion. It is
curious to note, while we are speaking of the Army, the
role played in relation to this, and to Spain, by our
protectorate of Morocco, the occupation of which took so
long and was so calamitous, and caused a despairing
nation to be divided in its opinions for and against
the political and military leaders of the campaign,
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